
has ceased. It does not exist in the body pre-formed,
but is secreted only in the presence of the specific
bacilli and is evidently used up as the bacilli are

being destroyed. Still when the peritoneal fluid of
an immune animal is aspirated just at the end of the
time when the introduced bacilli have been disinte¬
grated it can be seen under the microscope that this
fluid will break up cholera bacilli, but is without in¬
fluence on other bacteria.
Pfeiffer hence refers the recovery from cholera

infection and the subsequent immunity to the prop¬
erty which the tissues acquire by virtue of their
struggle with cholera bacilli, viz., of secreting a sub¬
stance specifically destructive to these germs. The
same property is given to the tissues temporarily by
the injection of serum from another immune
animal.

ARGUMENTUM AD HOMINEM.
Dear reader, have you done your whole duty by the

Journal and the Association? If each member will
influence one physician to become a member or sub-
scriber, the Journal would go at once to the front.
It is already great, if we refer to the achievements of
the past year, but the whole profession would be
prouder of it, if it so far led all the rest as to make
rivalry out of the question. Let us all help.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS.
Medical students can do nothing of more benefit

to themselves and their chosen profession than by
obtaining new subscribers for the Journal. See ad-
vertising columns for the handsome premiums of-
fered.

" Inebriety."
Oran, Scott Co., Mo., September, 1894.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Dr. Crothers' articles in the August 18 and
25 numbers of the Journal suggest the following thoughts :
Old theories (or facts) are not necessarily false. Because
whisky drinking (to excess) has long been considered a vice,
time alone would not make this idea false one. Truth does
not lose value by age. If drunkenness was ever a vice it is
evidently one to-day. The preponderance of evidence is still
in favor of the old idea. A few leading physicians believe
that drunkenness is a disease. The only cause of this error
is the mistake often made of taking the effect for the cause.
Excessive drinking is a cause of disease, not a disease per se.
Let us theorize a little. I have a patient who is drunk for the
first time. I am trying to make a diagnosis. The man is
unconscious, limber and has all the symptoms of being
drunk. I say he is drunk. What caused it? Too much
liquor. Is he diseased? No. I have another patient who
is under the influence of ether administered by me. He,
too, is drunk. Is he diseased? No; merely under the in¬
fluence of an anesthetic. Neither patient is harmed unless
the dose is too large or kept up too long. No one would
think of calling these cases diseased because there is no
harm done either of them by this first dose of alcohol or
ether. But suppose we keep up the dosing (the cause; of

trouble. Soon we have disease. The ether patient develops
pneumonia or nephritis, the other patient any one of the
many troubles caused by the excessive use of alcohol. Next
v, e find a toper who has been drunk off and on for a number
of years. Examining him closely we find a diseased liver
or kidney or both, but he is sober now, his reasoning facul¬
ties are good. He has as perfect a horror of crime as any one.
He has no use for a drunken man, will not associate with
one. Yrou inquire farther into his condition. Ask him if has
any desire for drink. Oh, yes; his appetite is good for
whisky, cider and watermelon. (I live in the melon coun¬

try.) He takes the twro last mentioned but no whisky.
Why? Because he knows it will cause him trouble. Now
the question arises : Is this man insane or not? He has
drank whisky until his liver and kidneys are diseased, but
he is not insane any more than the man who has liver and
kidney disease from other causes. His brain has undergone
the influence of many doses of alcohol but yet has not
lost its functions. Judging by his acts you can see no

evidence of insanity. He behaves like a sane man and
does business like a sane man. Everybody, physicians and
all, say that he isa reliable, straightforward, upright, truth¬
ful gentleman. Then how can Dr. Crothers say this is a
mistake ; that this man is really crazy, and if he in anger
commits crime he ought not to be punished for it the same
as some other man who has never been drunk?
Now we will go a little farther. Suppose this man knows

that whisky will make him drunk and crazy while under its
influence, and then voluntarily gets drunk and commits
crime, get sober again and being questioned replies, Ye?, I
knew7 that whisky would craze me but I did not care. I
wanted to get on a drunk and have a big time, but while I
was drunk I struck my neighbor who insulted me. I would
not have done so if I had been sober, but when I am drunk
I am quarrelsome. Is this man innocent or guilty? Is he
not guilty of two crimes: One was getting drunk, the other
fighting. The law, experience, common sense and reason

say, Yes ; but Dr. Crothers and a few others say, Oh no ; this
is not a bad man, he is insane; he ought to be sent to the
hospital and cured instead of being punished. Give him
pure air, good food, nice tonics and cheerful surroundings
and after a while his mind will be restored and he will not
commit crime. This last theory is founded upon a fake
premise and will never be adopted. The results of such a

theory are too apparent for the law-makers ever to adopt
it. The hospital is the place for sick people, but the crim¬
inal deserves punishment. If not, all theories of right gov¬
ernment heretofore are false and there is no sense in any of
it. Kindness is due to the innocent and ignorant, punish¬
ment is due the vicious and criminal. These facts are so
old and so true that all former laws are based upon them.
The new order will be: Hospitals for the vicious, pleasant
things for the wife-beater, food for the street-loafer, a new
constitution dictated by the modern physicians who have
discovered that vice and insanity are one and the same thing.
Now a few words in regard to the "poisoned air" theory.

This is "airy," sure enough. Did Dr. Crothers ever visit the
blue grass region of Kentucky where the air is as pure as
the whisky, and where the "Kentucky Colonel" shoots his
opponent just to see him fall? Pure air. It will not keep a
man from getting drunk, neither will poisoned air make
him drink. The air has a good deal to do with health, but
cuts a small figure in habit. Men get drunk in all kinds of
air. The correct solution of men sobering up who leave
town is in the fact that they leave the whisky and evil asso¬
ciates behind. Let a man take his bottle and his chums to the
mountains with him, and they will drink as long as the
whisky holds out. It is no trouble to explain something
that is so. but when men undertake to explain something
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